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Shawnee State salutes secretaries
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National Secretary Week begins Tuesday, April 22 and continues through Friday,
April 25.
By Beverly Hall
"Secretaries '\re very iMportant
people," says Dave Gleason, who
has helped to organize Secretary
Spotlight, a series of seminars to
be held at the Holiday Inn, two
miles north of Portsmouth, on U.S.
23. Secretary Spotlight is in
recognition of Secretary Week and
begins Tuesday, April 22,
and continues through Friday,
April 25. The series will include

Human Relations, Self Concept by
Dr. Jerry \fa 1ke; Memory Deve 1opment by Fred Chrisman M. Ed.; Secretary plus by Ramona S. Ryan M. Ed.
and Communications, Problem Solving and Stress Manaqement by
Catherine M. Clark, Director of
the Alumni, Career and Public Relations, College of Home Economics
at Ohio University.
Secretaries are also very busy
people according to Cathy Russell,
who is the secretary for Dental
Hygiene and Medical Lab Technology.

"Secretaries are constantly
needing to know more skills and
operate more machines but their pay
doesn't necessarily increase," said
Russell, who has been a secretary
at Shawnee for 11 years.
The secretarial stereotype that
Russell detests most is one that
portrays secretaries as being "not
very bright, a definite misconception," she says.
Pat Moore, Executive Secretary
to Dr. Scotty Come, Academic Vice

Continued on page 8
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Students to join 'Hands Across America•
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By Bo Henderson

The Shawnee Star, with support
of the Student Government, is sponsoring a trip to Hands Across America.
Individuals who have already
signed up need to bring in their
donations as soon as possible so
the Star staff can reserve an
exact position in the line for
SSCC participants.
Hands Across America will be
approximately six million people
holding hands, forming a human
chain from New York to L.A.

To participate in the line-the largest participatory event
in history-- you must make a
minimum donation of $10 which
will also get you a certificate.
A donation of $25 will get you a
visor and an official Hands Across
America Radio. A donation of $35
will get you a sweatshirt.
All proceeds will go into a
fund to help solve the growing
problem of poverty and hunger in
America.
Regie Robinson of Fourteenth
Street Community Center has helped

Beach bash atUnionRamada
Inn
11-6:00 p.m. (snacks
Final plans were set for the
Beach Bash at the Ramada Inn
Thusday April 24th 8:00 p.m.1:0O a.m. Prizes will be given
for best dress according to theme,
Plans were also laid down for
a free pool day at the Student

provided), There will be another
free pool day on Thursday
May 29th from 11:00 until 6:00
{free snacks will be provided).
Rock and Roll with "Whiteblade"
in the Student Union on May 20th
from 12:00 to 4:00. (free snack~_.

to obtain two buses for free
transportation to the event.
Chris Davis of WNXT radio is
also working on getting a couple
chartered Greyhound busses for the
event. He is also working with
Coke, a national sponsor of the
event, which has put up funds for
busses.
SSCC will also be helping with
transportation by providing use
of the school vans.
'e f rt-State's Most
Popular & Entertaining
Sound & Light Show"

OUNDS G~€AT, INC.
• Dances
• Wedding Receptions
• Reunions & Private Parties

W.M.Shope
614/776-7919
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Attention wargamers

We are trying to start a fantasy
role playing club on campus and we
need members.
Anyone interested please contact
Todd at 353-8016 or Steve at 259-6302.
No experience necessary!

Beckett published

-

Gene Beckett, Director of
Developmental Education at
Shawnee State has had his most
recent article, "GED Program
on Campus Works," accepted for
inclusion in ERIC'S monthly
abstract journal, Resources in
Education. Beckett's article
describes the success of
Shawnee State's GED program
now in its second year.

Agnes of God
"Agnes of God", a drama by John
Pielmeir, will be offered by Shawnee State Ohio University Resident
Credit Center theatre department.
Karen Yates, an Art major at
SS, will play the part of Agnes.
She is active in various church
activities. She appeared in the
theatre production of "Bits and
Pieces" last November.
RoseMary Decker will play the
Mother Superior. In addition to
teaching music and social studies
at Notre Dame High School, Rosemary
has numerous theatre credits including "Cheaper By The Dozen"
and "Not Now Darling" at Portsmouth's Little Theatre.
Vicki Hull will play Doctor
Martha Livingston. She has appeared in "Working" and "Cheaper
By The Dozen" at Portsmouth's
Little Theatre, and she played
Eliza Doolittle in the Shawnee
State production of "My Fair Lady".
The play will be performed in
the Massie Hall Auditorium on
April 25 and 26 at 6 pm and on
April 27 at 2 pm. The admission
price will be two dollars per
person.

NEWS
A.A.R. T. meeting
The annual Region II meeting
of the American Association for
Respiratory Therapy will be held
Apri 1 23-25 in Ci nnci nna ti. The
meeting will feature lectures by
nationally reknown lung doctors
and exhibits of state-of-the-art
Respiratory Therapy equipment.
Representing Shawnee's Respiratory Therapy program will be
Nancy Doerr, Chris Thomas, R. Kevin
Wilkes, Tony Burgess, Mary Alice
Yongue, Jean Harnes~, and Colleen
C. White, Director of Clinical Education.
Region II of the A.A.R.T. is
composed of Respiratory Therapy
students and practitioners from
Ohio, Kent, and Illinois. All
Respiratory Therapy students at
SSCC are members of this organization.
Thursday's activities will be
followed by a dance that evening
preceded by the infamous "Sputum
(academic challenge) Bowl" competition.

Piano to be dedicated

On Saturday, April 26, Tibor
Szasz will be in concert to
dedicate a new Steinway Concert
Grand Piano. The piano was
donated to the college by the
Shawnee State Community College
Development Fund.
A short, formal ceremony
presenting the piano to the
college will highlight the
evening event. Dr. Lacey Curtis,
president of the Development
Fund, will present the instrument
to the college president, Frank
Taylor, who will accept it on
behalf of the college community.
The event will take place
Saturday, April 26 at 8 pm in
the Activities Building. Tickets
are $5 for adults; $2 for students and Shawnee Students are
admitted free. Patrons' tickets
priced at""""$25 will be offered
which will admit concert goers
to a gala "Meet the Artist"
champagne reception following
the performance.
Tickets are available from
Development Fund members and
the college bookstore. Students can pick up tickets in the
student services office.
For furU.er in·"ormation contact Susan Warsow at the college
by calling 354-3205, ext. 257.
Lolita Johnson correctly
identified the Peanut Gallery
picture as Jerry Walke in the
April 1 issue of the Star.

Page 3

Quiz bowl tourney
The Continuing Education
Department at Shawnee State
hosted the first-ever Quiz Bowl
Tournament for area high schools
on Saturday, April 12. The event
was sponsored by the Portsmouth
Kiwanis Club and the Portsmouth
Jaycees, and it was coordinated by
John Smith of the Scioto County
Schools.
The Southern Ohio Academic
Competition was a sixteen-team,
single elimination tourney that
included teams from Ironton,
South Point, Colegrove, and
Fairland along with the twelve
Scioto County /Portsmouth City/
Notre Dame teams. Team play was
in two divisions, one for large
schools, one for small, ~,ith
awards given to \lheelersburg and
Green.

&Id 5/t!,,t

-~eute-

qth . Off nere St
KNITTEL'S SOHIO
SERVICE CENTER

Gallia. & Waller St.
--~Ports., O.

j3s3•5823l l~s3·92os I

Jlpx'
RESJ'AURMITS.INC.

RAX now offers
students with
SSCC LD.'s
discoult on meals
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wants to know

Do you approve of the U.S. bombing Libya , or do you

-

think it was an over-reaction?
I approve fully, because the U.S.
needed to put a stop to Libyan
terrorism, and this is a good
start. r only wish Khadafy would
have been terminated in the
bombinq,
Charlie Varney
Medical Field.
Wheelersburg
The action in which we undertook
against Khadafy was justified,
and it was what we had to do in
order to stop terrorism.
Eric Rowe
Electro-Mechanical Engineering
and Technology
Portsmouth

I'm sorry they didn't kill
Khadafy.
Mike Todd
Business Management
Rubyville
I approve. I think the U.S. has
backed down so much, like in
Iran, sooner or later they have
to stand up.
Debbie Strinqer
Ass. Degree Nursing
South Webster

I agree because we needed
retaliation measures against
the terrorists attacks which
they admitted doing to U.S.
citizens.
Matt Pritchard
Civil Engineering
Circleville
I approve and I think we should
have done a little more so they'd
think twice about doing it again.
Randy Jewell
Psychology
West Portsmouth

I approve because we have put up
with terrorists too long and if
we stand by and put up with it
they will take our country over
and we have to react in some way
that they will know that we don't
let terrorism overrule us.
Cindy Balzer
Ass. Degree Nursing
Beaver

I think Khadafy needs to be
punished and so do the other
terrorists who are ruining the
free world but I feel bad for
the people who were killed or
injured. It's not right to
hurt them.
Cindy Schultz
Swimming
Portsmouth

I think it was the right thing to
do. I feel sorry for the family,
but Khadafy got them into it.
Ardie Burkholder
Business Administration
Lucasville

I approve because it's abo~t
time a president stood up for
American people, but too bad
they didn't blow Khadafy away.
Barry Cook
Radiology
Chesapeake

I do approve but the oeoole that
start these wars do not have to
fight them. It's easy to start
if you don't have to participate.
Bill McDonie
Dual Chemical Plastic Eng.
Waverly

I approve. I feel like we've
been pushed far enouqh and I
think it's time we show them
where we stand.
Aida' Gondlei!Instrumentation
Ajo, Arizona

I think what America did is
right because Khadafy needed
punishment and he deserved it,
but I didn't want them to hurt
the people there,
Mamoon Majdalawi
Business Administration
Portsmouth

Terrorism has to be dealt with
and we had to let them know we
mean business. It's just too bad
Khadafy wasn't killed.
Gloria Duncan
Accounting
Vaceburg, KY.

I approve of it strongly and I
don't think we've done enough
yet,
David Knauff
Government/History
Portsmouth

I think that all economic sanctions should have been exhausted
first. Why should innocent
Libyan citizens die for Libyan
terrorist behavior?
Bill Shope
Radiologic Tech.
Portsmouth

Khadafy is one of the major
factors supporting terrorism
and he has to be dealt with. I
approve fully.
Linda Burroway
Accounting
Portsmouth
I approve. I think we should
blow Libya off the map.
Greg Lawless
Radiology
Portsmouth

I don't approve because I believe
that the bombing was an overreaction to the minor aggressive
terrorists acts ,
Dave Skaggs
Chemistry
Wheelersburg
We should have executed the
Mad Dog.
Gene Spurlock
Electro Mechanical-Engineering
Portsmouth

-

I feel that it is about time we
took some kind of action against
Libya, We were sitting back
letting the Libyans pick off
our people time after time again.
Keith Keys
Data Processing
Waverlv

REAGAN WORLD TOUR.

RLD TOUR Sign up now

'86· 187

one time and

...CRlcUA!)~
NICARAGUA one time only
_.UB¥A

SYRIA
IRAN

2 down 4 to go

ANGOLA•
•,no,. ...,.., •• ro N
~ n c H •horu,.

-
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I sell my books $1.nn
less than others
Greaa Shortland Part 1
Gr2gg Reference Manual
Comouters & Data Processing
by Mandell - new!
Business Math hy Rouche
Intro. to Business bv
Kodetnz & Fulmer
Starting Soci. by Levin
Paragraphs & Themes
by Canavan
Cont. College Reader hy
Steward
HritinQ Research Papers by Lester
776-2293
776-7005
Call Julie
858-5933
Needed: Human Growth & Development
Hoover washer & Dryer for sale
no special installation needed
excellent for apt . use. Call
614-353-3867

-

There are apartments available
during summer quater. Contact
student services for more
information.
For Sale: King size bed with
matress and box springs
included $50., recliner $25.
Will sell both for $65.
Call 932-6384 for details
Large 3 bedroom house. Ideal
for students or family. Available May 1. Living room, family
room and kitchen. l ½ baths. Call
353-0636
Books for Sale:
Botany 112- $20.00
Children&their ARt- $5.00
Language Arts in Childhood- $15.00
Fundamentals of Electricity- $8.00
An iny
An introduction to Language-$10.00
(Ling. 270)
Astronomy lThe cosmic Journey/~!~
Call 776-7698
I need a ride to Columbus Fri day, May

23, 1986

Call Kathie at 456-8285
Car pool .Anyone interested in forming
one please contact the Learning Center
here at Shawnee.

e

Maytag Gas clothing dryer
for sale.
353-672()
GE Stereo speaker
good- $5.00

CLASSIFIED

1/f~ I
.. elp Wanted :

·People with guts, self-motivation and initiative wanted
for 10 management trainee
positions.
Call 259-5493 between 9am12 noon. Ask for Mr. Se xton.

Positions Available:
Employer- Ohio Department
of Mental Health
Pastian- Secretary 1
Send Applications to:
Jerry Renner,Personnel
Office of Human Services.
Department fo Mental
Heal th
30 East Board St., Suite
1360
Columbus , Ohio 43215
For further info contact:
Brad Kochunas, Program
Di rector ,Le CI
513-932-1211
Closing Date:
April 15, 1986

----------------------------Employer- Ohio Department of
Mental Health
Posit ion- 11en ta l Hea 1th Administrator 3
Send Applications to :
Brenda G. Mougey,Chief
Office of Quality Assurance
Suite 1320 State Office
Tm,er
Columbus, Ohio 43266-1414
Closing Date: April 15, 1986
Check in the Placement Office
for job requirements and responsibl ities.

Resident Girl Scout camp in northern
Scioto Countv is seekina staff to
live in at the camo mid~June
through mid-Auqust· to provide
outdoor orogram for girls.
Positions available:
Unit Leacler, .f\sst. ,Unit
Leader, horseback Riding
Instructor, Waterfront Personel,
(WSI ORALS) re~uired),
Arts & Crafts Director,
Food Service Personel,
Program Director.
Call Phyllis at 353-7330
for more information or
write to Seal of 0 hio
Girl Scout Council,
1295 Hubbard Roacl,
Box 211, r;a 11 m1ay,
Ohio 43119
Send Resune

ShawneStar
l'M •tud•nt Yok:"

Page 5

ShawnN State

SHAWNEE STA~ COMMUNITY C0UEGE
9'0 SECOND STREET
PORTSMOUTH. ota:O

The Shawnee Star, the student newspaper of Shawnee
State Co111T1unity College, is
Ii a laboratory project of jour" nalism classes and a vehicle
for ·student expression. The
opinions published are not
necessarily those of the advisors or school administration. The Star is published
every Monday at Portsmouth,
Oh. Subscription rates are
$5 a ye;Jr. For advertising
infonnation, see the advisors
in the Star office in Massie
Hall. - -

Staff
The Star is produced

cooperatively by the
following staff
members:

Cendijean Adkins
Diana Co 11 ey
Kimberly Craft
Andrea Dixon
David Ford
Sharen Evans
Beverly Ha 11
Bo Henderson
Connie Hodge
Roger Hollis
Peggy Hollis
Sue Gilliam
Clayton Madden
Susan Mc Neilan
Ernest Madden
Colette Medlin
Michelle Medlin
Mi che 11 e Mi 11 er
Richard Porter
Michael Powell
Mark Powell
Fred Lester
Kim Parker
Orville Ramey
Kelly Sargent
Eric Zemoter
Kathie Fannin

••• with advice and
assistance from
Fannie and Alvin
Madden-Grider,
faculty advisers.
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April 21, 1986

College book store unfair to students

To The Star:

The college book store got on the wrong
side of some Diesel Technology students last
quarter when they ran out of a technical textbook, leaving half of the class to beg, borrow,
and, otherwise, scrounge for the reading material
essential for the class. I realize this kind of
thing happens to even the best of businesses.
However, I do want to point out that these
students went without books the entire quarter.
This created a hardship not only for the students,
but also for the instructor.
Because of what happened in the winter
quarter, I decided to check for the books I
needed for spring. On March 13, the day after
classes had ended, the two books I needed were
$26.30 each. I could not get these books until
March 24, as I draw Pell and DIG grants, and this
was the first day I could charge them. I must
charge books for my classes, as money is very
tight. I am married with four children and

exist on only my G.I. bill. Without these
grants, college, for me anyway, would be an
impossible dream.
On March 18, I again was in the book
store and noticed that the books I needed were
now $30.50 each. In reality this was even
before winter quarter officially ended. Students
who are able to pay cash could have taken advantage of the lower prices, as I most assuredly
would have. But because I attend college on a
shoestring and a prayer, I am unfairly penalized.
I realize that in these days and times
prices will unfortunately rise. However, in all
fairness and decency to people who rely on grants,
prices should not be raised until 2 to 3 days
after these people are allowed to charge books.
I feel that raising prices before allowing grant
charges is not only unscrupulous, but it borders
on a fonn of discrimination.
Rick Bolden
Diesel Tech
Portsmouth, Oh

Cafeteria music: age discrimination ?
TO THE STAR:
In past issues of the STAR you have noted the
increased age of students attending Shawnee State
College (University). With this change comes
other changes and preferences, especially with the
music being played in the cafeted'a.

I don't thinkits really fair to those people who
don't care for rock and roll music to have to listen
to it all the time. So why not a mix, a little rock
and roTT":" a little hit and country, WGLC.
Randy White.
Civil Engineering
Portsmouth, Ohio

College book store: money on the side?
TO THE STAR:
It has been our observation that since we have been
in attendance at Shawnee State, the book store has
been steadily ripping off students at Shawnee State
for quite some time. According to the Shawnee State
financial report for the fiscal year of 1984-85, the
bookstore alone made a net profit of over $36,000
after all costs and expenses. They charqe too much
for their merchandise. And it doesn't stop there!
It seems that every three or four quarters the books
are changed making it nearly impossible for students

-

-

to buy or trade books with each other. Also, they
have been known to sell the outdated books and then
harass students who need to return them.f6r the proper book for the ·course.
Lt was our understanding that the book store was
here for our service, but instead they only seem to
be here to make a profit at the students' expense.
Ed Litteral
Keith Keys
Don Litteral

Does the Student Union need changes?
TO THE STAR:

Would it not be a more exciting place if the
student union could be more structured to meet the
needs of all students at SSCC. Sorry to say this,
but the pattern continues even in our more
intellectual enrichment avenue of learning. I won't
even try to guess the percent of students, who are
over 30 and enrolled full time, but just observing the daily parade of students passing by me.
I see quite a number of "over the hi 11 gang" enrolled
at SSCC. Sometimes the old quotes are well-worth
remembering; here are a few of them: "What is good

for the goose 1s good for the gander;" "What goes
around, comes around;" "What goes up must come down;"
"What you see is what you get." The point is; what
about some activities geared .more to our age grour,;
we need more more involvment in all areas of this
college. Also one very important neglected area;
what about a list of activites of the happening at
the Campus Ministry in the newspaper more often.
I will sign off until we meet again.
One of the gang,
Judy Allen

0
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Page 7

8 Is Portsmouth ready for an Animal House
TO THE STAR:

Although some attempt to blame fraternity for their
own lack of academic discipline. There is certainly
no substantive evidence that fraternity experience
interferes with one making good grades. 1-Ihile we
study our chosen college cirriculum in the classroom,
we are, at the same time being taught the value of
corrmitment, dedication and hard work, this part of
character development, too, and a vital ingredient in
society. So goint to college should mean more than
just classroom learning to us. It should be a total
experience and fraternity could play a major role here.
Since Portsmouth is not a thriving metro, a Greek
System would be a wise and prosprous investment for
the Student and our -"University" I plead to the
student and staff to open the door of Shawnee State
and Portsmouth to help keep our young men and women
in school and in Portsmouth.
Shawnee State University is beginning to meet the
"Challenge of Greatness."

To all of us, college is a very special place. It
is a place for learning, for understanding, and for
growing up. The fraternal experiences while less
structured, no less promotes learninq, understanding
and maturation. But, what exactly is the fraternal
experience? Or, more specifically, what is fraternity?
The lesson I learned and the bonds I formed during my
brief one year encounter with Sigma Na has already
aided me in many ways, and I know they will continue
to benefit me for the rest of my life.
Yes, a fraternity is a social group of people
that share a "colllllon purpose", our purpose is to
share experiences, important lessons learned, brotherhood and indeed lifelong friendship.
Among the first questions I am asked as a student
at Marshall University was "will my grades suffer or
improve as a result of fraternity experience involvement?" The actual effect, negitive or positive, the
fraternity experience has on individual academic
achievement depend upon the student. Studies do show
that the retention (stay in school) rate is higher
among Greeks than among non-Greeks.

Thurman Hammonds
Proctorville, OH
Sophomore

Automotive Technology Program excels

students learn extend beyond impersonal technical
ones. If the courteous and attentive behavior
shown me by one of the students, David Conley, is
representative of the behavior of the students as
a group, then I am indeed impressed with the
students of the automotive technology program.
They set an example for us all,
Gene Beckett
Developmental Education

TO THE STAR:
I would like to use the STAR as a vehicle to express publicly my appreciation and admiration to
the students in the automotive technology program
here at Shawnee State . Under the direction of
Rankin Barnes, their instructor, these students
have made their acquired diagnostic expertise
available to persons in the college community.
discovered, however, that the skills that these

Smoking, refreshment lounges: a must?
elevator keys to go down to the basement for a cold
drink in ten minutes of break, why can't we have a
cold drink machine in the smoking room?
After all, we are the reason there is a Shawnee
State College, so why can't we reap a few privileges
of being "adults." After a11, time management is an
individual responsibility to get to and from class on
time. What about a first aid kit on each floor also
,,J;for emergency, othewise the school is great!

TO THE STAR:
Would it not be great to have a room or lounge
on each floor to smoke in or qet a cold drink? We
are constantly (especially first week of term)
havinq the role of adults stuffed in front and down
our throats, and we as adults are to conduct ourselves accordingly, yet we have to stand in halls
smoking between classes and on breaks, offending
the ones who don't smoke. Also, we don't have

Judy Allen
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NEWS
April 21, 198E3
Joyce Allen elected dire·cfor of -SOTF Page 8

The Southern Ohio Task Force on
Domestic Violence announces the
appointment of Joyce Allen as its
Director. Ms. Allen, who assumed
the post on April 14, was previously employed as a Work Evaluations
Specialist by Portsmouth Rehabilitation Services, and had held various positions in the office of
Continuing Education and the Learning Center of Shawnee State Co11111unity College. In 1985 she received
an Associate's Degree in Apolied
Social Science from the college,
and is presently working toward a

Bachelor's Degree in Social Work
from Ohio University. Ms. Allen
also has three years Military
experience in which she worked as
substance counselor.
"We are pleased to have a Director
with Ms. Allen's experience, educational background, and concern about
domestic violence," said Board
President Stephen C. Rodeheffer.
"We are confident that she will do
a fine job as head of the agency."
Ms. Allen resides with her
husband and two children in South
Shore, Kentucky.

Continued from page 1/

The Task Force provides cr1s1s
counseling, emergency assistance,
and support to victims of domestic
violence and their families in
Scioto, Adams, and Lawrence Counties.
Staff and trained volunteers may
be contacted 24 hours a day 354-1010
or 1-800-448-2273.
At this time we would like to
thank the many volunteers who have
donated their time and efforts towards this much needed service.
Anyone wishing to become a vohinteer should contact Joyce Allen
at 354-8876.
:I: 1-l0RDPR0CESS!l!C :I: 1-l0RDPJ.:0CESSmc :I:

President, has been a secretary
for 16 years. Three of those
years Noore worked at Ohio University and the remaining 13 years
have been spent at Shawnee.
Moore believes that the role of
the secretary will become more important in the future.
"The secretary runs interference
for the executive," explains Moore,
who says that one of her many duties is to handle crises and to
help put people in a better mood
before they see her boss.
Moore is attending the Secretary
Spotlight Seminars and is particularly interested in the areas of
Human Relations and Stress Management.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT OFFICE

Please feel free to come to this office with •ny problems
or suggestions thlt you m1ght have .

W£ ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU!

The sprtng quarter schedule for this office is as follows:
12 : 00-2:00 pm
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Tuesdays
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Wednesdays
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Thursdays
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11:00-1:00
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These hours •re subject to change- but the office wi 11 be
open a minillklm of 2 hours daily.

Again we encourage you to use this office .

<?.~:foe{:,~.~

r!iadle V<1,l/ei11
Limited Edition Prints
Custom Framing
717 Clri 11 i co the Street
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353-5075

NBC Radio
Network

"Your Beat Friend"
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All New Studios-Across From Shawnee State
82 7-Second Street

"Locally Owned SHAWNEE BROADCASTING

Locally Concerned,,

Box 909 - Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
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8 Mike & the Mechanics are open for business

MIKE AND THE MECHANICS

•

(Atlantic Records)

I

I

I

I

My first recollections of Genesis go back to
around 1973 when I stayed up late and watched them
on the old Midnight Special TV show. Nothing special, I thought, but I did realize in later years
that Genesis were the forerunners of the heavy metal
cretins which were to become known and hated as KISS.
Yep, although this biblically named band played
music which was very similar to that of which Pink
Floyd was doing at the time ("Meddle", "Dark Side Of
The Moon"), they were attired in wild costumes and
wore _{.~i'-"orate facial~~~e~1e,.
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by Mike Powell

The band, at that time, consisted of Peter Gabriel
on vocals, guitarist Steve Hackett, keyboard player
Tony Banks, bassist Mike Rutherford, and a drummer
named Phil Collins.
Since that time, Gabriel and Hackett have left to
pursue solo careers (Gabriel's being fairly successful; Hackett's not), Collins has taken over on vocals
and Rutherford has added quitar to his musical du-ties.
With all the personnel changes, Genesis has still
remained successful on the album charts (and of late,
the singles chart, also.)
In the mean time, the remaining members of Genesis
have all divulged in solo ventures of their own. Collins' success is obvious . and needs no further elaboration. Banks has released an album entitled "A Curious Feeling", which sounds too much like Genesis,

I

and Rutherford has recently released his third solo
project, this time under the guise of Mike and the
Mechanics.
Like Banks, his two previous efforts borrowed
heavily from the mother band, but did not have the
commercial accessibility of Genesis.
With the release of "11ike and the Mechanics",
Rutherford enters the world of pop music.
On this album,Rutherford handles most of the guitar and all the bass duties, and has employed drummer Peter Van Hooke, keyboard player Adrian Lee, vocalist Paul Young (the other one), and vocalist Paul
Carrack (ex-Ace, ex-Squeeze.)
The album has already spawned two hit singles.
Carrack's vocals were featured on the Orwellian "Silent Running", the first release. Musically, this
tune recalls Gary Wright's 1975 "Dream Weaver" album • .
Young's vocals grace the current single, "All I
Need Is A Miracle." The guy loses the girl and now
he wants her back. Kinda like Phil Collins' "Against
A11 Odds", huh? So much for influences.
The Collins/Genesis association is obvious on
other tunes as we 11.
While the influence is merely theme-wise on "All
I Need Is A Miracle", "Par Avion" sounds a little too
much like "In the Air Tonight" and "Man On the Corner."
11 You are the One" also fol lows the Genesis musical
direction, as does "Taken In." Of course, when you
have been with a band for more than fifteen years,
as Rutherford has, it i s difficult to go completely
away from the style you have become accustomr.ied to
playing.
Carrack, on the other hand, has been with a number
of bands of various musical persuasions, and the
songs on which he performs bear witness to this fact.
"I Get the Feeling", a mid-tempo number held up
by horn-like synthezizers, is a likely candidate for
single number three. Carrack's vocals follow the
pattern of the stuff he did on his solo album of 1983,
which featured the minor hit, "I Need You." Now you
have heard of him.
"Hanging By a Thread" and "A Call to Arms", both
distantly related to the sounds of Spooky Tooth, who
were early contemporaries of Genesis (who, not coincidentally, featured the previously mentioned Gary
Wright on lead vocals.
"A Call To Arms" follows the nuclear/star wars theme
of "Silent Running." Carrack and Young share the vocals on this one, which is one of the better cuts on
the record: "In other words/I hope and pray/That time
and tide keep the day away/When simple man with simple
tho~gh~s/Could turn to force as last recourse."
Ta e the Reins" is the closest thing to a rocker
on this album, but could have used a little more guitar
and a little less synthesizer. Still a good tune,
though.
"Mike and the Mechanics" is a pretty good album.
None of the songs are throwaways, and more than half
of them are pretty decent. Rutherford does have his
limitations, though. It is very difficult for a nonvocalist to front his own band. (Rutherford did the
vocals on his first solo album, and if you have heard
it, you know why he has employed outside vocalists on
subsequent releases.)
I guess everyone needs to take a break every once
in a while, and since Phil Collins releases a solo
album for every one he does with Genesis, Rutherford
is entitled to do the same. And, at least with Mike
and the Mechanics auspicious debut, the benefits go to
the record consumers.
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HANDS ACROSS AMERICA
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